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Text
Microeconomics, 4e, Glenn Hubbard and Anthony O’Brien;  
Macroeconomics, 4e, Glenn Hubbard and Anthony O’Brien 

Implementation
Principles of Microeconomics and Principles of Macroeconom-
ics are required courses for all business administration majors.
Principles of Microeconomics focuses on economic analysis 
and decision making from the view of the individual consumer, 
worker, and firm. Emphasis is on the price system allocation  
of resources and income, supply and demand analysis, the  
structure of American industry, and the applications of these 
topics to current economic policy and problems. Principles of 
Macroeconomics focuses on economic analysis and decision 
making from the viewpoint of society. Emphasis is on national 
income analysis, unemployment, inflation, economic growth,  
fiscal and monetary policies, international trade, and the  
applications of these topics to current economic policy and 
problems.

I initially adopted MyEconLab in order to provide students  
with practice. Before I implemented MyEconLab, I couldn’t  
assign homework because I simply didn’t have enough time  
to grade it. Now I assign homework and a quiz for each chapter. 
Homework assignments do not contribute to the course grade, 
but students must score at least 75 percent on each assignment 
in order to open the corresponding quiz, which does count 
toward their course grade. Students are allowed unlimited 
attempts on homework, and three attempts on the quiz. I also 
give in-class exams for every two chapters of course content.  

I also use MyEconLab for document sharing. I use many graphs 
in my lecture, some of which are complicated. With MyEconLab, 
I can easily post graphs and create videos to help my students 
review course content. 

Assessments
67.5 percent Exams

32.5 percent MyEconLab quizzes

t

BAKERSFIELD COLLEGE  Bakersfield, CA

Product Name MyEconLab

Course Name  Principles of Microeconomics, Principles of Macroeconomics 

Credit Hours  Three (each)

Key Results  MyEconLab saves time for the instructor and facilitates increased student time on task via  
required homework. Students recognize the value of MyEconLab and are more prepared  
to confidently participate in class and take exams. 
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Submitted by James Morse 
Bakersfield College

MyEconLab: Bakersfield College

Results and Data
I discovered early on the importance of requiring the use of  
MyEconLab. During spring 2010 my first semester with  
MyEconLab, its use was optional. I noticed that those students 
who used it received As and Bs and that those who did not 
received mostly Ds and Fs. In one section, I had no Cs at all.  
The following semester, fall 2010, I began requiring that students  
use it.

Before I implemented MyEconLab, there would be a large drop 
in exam grades between the first and second exam, because the 
concepts covered on the second exam are much more difficult. 
In spring 2010 the average drop was a significant 14 percentage 
points. In fall 2010, once I began requiring MyEconLab, the  
average grade difference between exams 1 and 2 was less than 
one percentage point (figure 1). 

In fall 2010 some students opted not to use MyEconLab, even 
though it was required for the course. Even with those students 
factored into my analysis, the average exam score for the full 
class still dropped less than three percentage points.

The Student Experience
Students feel that MyEconLab helps them learn economics—
and they’re right. A young woman who first took Principles  
of Microeconomics before I required MyEconLab is a good  
example: she was failing most of the course but by the end of 
the semester began to catch on and ultimately earned a D. 
When she recognized that she was starting to understand the 
course concepts, she chose to retake the course. By then I was 
requiring MyEconLab and she earned a B with no problem. In 
fact, she went on to take Principles of Macroeconomics and 
received a good grade in that course, too.

More and more, I hear of students asking to use MyLabs in  
their courses. They are thrilled that these kinds of resources  
are being offered.

Conclusion
When students use MyEconLab they are more confident, more 
interested in course content, and more prepared for both class 
and their exams. It saves me time and helps me organize my 
course, while also providing an easy way to communicate with 
students. 

Figure 1. Average Exam Grades before and after MyEconLab Implementation 
(Spring 2010–Fall 2010)

 Spring 2010 Fall 2010 Fall 2010
 (without MyEconLab) (students who (all students)
   used MyEconLab)   
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