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Challenges
Purdue University is the flagship university of the six campus 
Purdue University system, one of the largest university systems  
in the United States. The three-credit Microeconomics course 
is required of management and engineering majors, and covers 
microeconomic theory and its applications in everyday life.  
Students learn how consumers and producers interact to  
determine prices and output, and how to evaluate the efficiency  
of markets amid potential government regulation.

Kelly Blanchard, lecturer, sought a way to manage homework 
for 1,400 students a semester—creating paper-and-pencil 
assignments that were meaningful in terms of answer accuracy 
and timely grading was impossible. But forgoing homework was 
not an option—students must practice economics in order to 
understand and apply the concepts. Blanchard sought an online 
program that would promote student learning and handle  
grading. She chose MyEconLab for its combination of online 
learning aids and grading support.

Implementation
For each chapter, Blanchard creates a 15-question MyEconLab  
homework assignment. The assignment is opened after each 
week’s lectures, and is generally due the following Monday 
night; students are allowed unlimited attempts  and all learning 
aids are turned on to encourage additional problem solving. 
Missed homework assignments cannot be made up, but the two 
lowest homework scores are dropped. 

Students are strongly encouraged to use the Study Plan and 
practice exams, although both are optional and do not  
contribute to course grades. For students who express a need 
for more problem solving, however, the Study Plan may be  
assigned. Two midterms exams and a comprehensive final exam 
are administered in class.

Assessments
53.3 percent Midterm exams (2)

33.3 percent Final exam

13.3 percent MyEconLab homework

Results and Data
Students were placed into three groups based on MyEconLab  
homework completion:

• Those who skipped up to one assignment

• Those who skipped between two and four assignments

• Those who skipped five or more assignments

Completion rates were analyzed to determine the impact on 
exam and course performance; homework scores were not 
evaluated, only whether or not an assignment was skipped 
(earned a score of 0) or completed (points were earned).  
Results of the anaylsis include the following: 

Key Results  Students who complete all or most of the MyEconLab homework assignments earn average  
exam scores and overall final course grades 10 to 15 percent higher than students who skip  
MyEconLab homework assignments.
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• Seventy-four percent of students skipped up to one  
assignment.

• Five percent of students skipped five or more assignments.

• Of the 26 percent of students who skipped two or more 
assignments, the average number of assignments skipped 
was three. 

Analysis of the data indicates that students who skipped up to 
one MyEconLab homework assignment earned an average  
exam grade of 74 percent—10 percent higher than that of  
students who skipped two or more assignments (figure 1).  
Students who skipped up to one assignment earned an average  
course score of 81 percent—15 percent higher than that of 
students who skipped two or more assignments (figure 2).

The Student Experience
Blanchard’s students appear to perform better on tests after 
they have practiced on MyEconLab. “Most of my students  
report that although concepts seem simple in lecture, it is  
harder to connect the dots when working a problem on their 
own,” she says. MyEconLab homework offers students the 
practice and resources they need to improve exam performance. 
They specifically appreciate the Ask My Instructor feature, 
which provides Blanchard with a link to the problem a student  
is struggling with and shows her the student’s efforts to date.  

Conclusion
Data indicate a strong relationship between completion of  
MyEconLab homework assignments and both average exam 
scores and final course grades: students who complete most of 
their assignments (skip one or fewer assignments) earn higher 
average exam and final course grades than students who skip 
two or more assignments. 

For Blanchard, the automatic grading feature is key to accessing 
the advantages of using MyEconLab. “With MyEconLab, I can 
grade the homework of 1,400 students with ease. I couldn’t  
assign homework without it,” she says. In addition, Blanchard 
uses the Item Analysis in MyEconLab’s gradebook to identify 
students’ most common errors. Armed with this information, 
she is able to target her lectures by increasing her coverage of 
problem topics and concepts. 

Overall, MyEconLab is appreciated by both Blanchard and her 
students as a way to improve understanding of the material and 
prepare for exams. 
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Figure 2. Relationship between Average Final Course Grade and MyEconLab 
Homework Completion, Spring 2014 (n=1,239)

Figure 1. Relationship between Average Exam Scores and MyEconLab  
Homework Completion, Spring 2014 (n=1,239)
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