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Setting
Modesto Junior College, part of the California Community 
College system, is a two-year school located in Northern 
California’s Central Valley. Its enrollment of just under 23,800 
includes 43 percent Hispanic and 37 percent white students. A 
wide range of students, including both older and younger non-
traditionally-aged students, take the online Art Appreciation 
course. This online Art Appreciation course is devoted to the 
study of historical and modern art. 

Challenges and Goals 
I have been teaching the Art Appreciation course online for 
many years. Before REVEL, I assigned the same book in a print 
format. One of my greatest challenges each semester was 
trying to ensure that all students had access to their course 
material so they could complete their required reading assign-
ments. Many students either chose not to purchase the book or 
purchased outdated editions that caused confusion. I decided to 
implement REVEL as a way to ensure that all of my students had 
access to their required course material so they could complete 
their reading assignments. I like REVEL’s clean layout with every-
thing all in one place, including the embedded quizzing through-
out. I like that students are given up to three attempts on each 
quiz question, encouraging them to keep trying until they arrive 
at the correct answer. REVEL’s significantly lower price com-
pared to the print version of the textbook is also appealing. 

Implementation 
I expect my students to spend an average of four hours per 
week reading and studying the course material on their own. 
Before REVEL, I believe they were spending half of that amount 
of time. This spring semester (2015), I replaced Blackboard 
quizzes and reading assignments from the print textbook with 
REVEL reading assignments. REVEL reading assignments include 
reading plus embedded interactive content, end-of-section 
quizzes, and end-of-chapter quizzes. My syllabus informs stu-
dents that they need to plan their time wisely; late assignments 
are not accepted. Students complete one REVEL assignment 
per week, 15 total REVEL assignments throughout the semes-
ter, which count for 80 percent of students’ final course grade. 
REVEL assignments are due every Monday.  

Benefits observed 
• REVEL is easy to use and more affordable than a traditional 

printed textbook.

• The ability to assign both reading and quizzes within REVEL 
holds students accountable for completing their assigned 
reading while providing valuable feedback along the way.

• The REVEL performance dashboard allows me to see that 
most students are completing their reading assignments on 
time. Because students keep up with the work, they are 
more engaged and better prepared to participate in online 
class discussions. 

• Students appreciate having several chances to get the 
answer correct on quizzes. They also utilize REVEL’s audio 
feature to listen as they read and look at images included in 
the chapter.

Key Results  Data indicates a very strong correlation between REVEL’s section and chapter quizzes. Perfor-
mance on REVEL section quizzes could be a precursor to REVEL chapter quiz and overall course 
success. For future semesters, REVEL section quizzes could be assigned a few days before chap-
ter quizzes are due, providing time to identify students who are struggling and might be at risk of 
poor chapter quiz and overall course performance. 
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Assessments
80 percent REVEL (25 chapters; 15 assignments)

9.5 percent Discussions (5)

4 percent Midterm (Collage)

4 percent Final Paper

1.5 percent Short Writing Assignments (Doll Face;  
Power of Art in Society)

.5 percent Class Participation

.5 percent Woordle Assignment

Results and Data
The data indicate that the correlation between overall REVEL 
scores and final course grades is very strong (Figure 1). This is 
not surprising given the fact that REVEL makes up 80 percent 
of a student’s final course grade. Students averaged 73 percent 
on their REVEL assignments throughout the semester. A visual 
comparison of passing final course grades and overall REVEL 
scores (Figure 2) could be shared with students at the start of 
next semester to motivate them to spend more time on REVEL 
assignments, with the goal of improving student success in 
the course. There is also a very strong correlation between a 
student’s performance on REVEL’s short end-of-section quizzes 
embedded within each assigned REVEL chapter and their per-
formance on REVEL’s longer end-of-chapter quizzes (Figure 3). 

Performance on REVEL section quizzes could be a precursor to 
REVEL chapter quiz and overall course success. While correla-
tion does not equal causation, understanding these correlations 
will be valuable when implementing early intervention strate-
gies in the future. In addition, REVEL section quizzes could be 
assigned a few days before chapter quizzes are due, providing 
time to identify students who are struggling and might be at risk 
of poor chapter quiz and overall course performance.

 
Figure 1. Correlation Between Overall REVEL Score and Final Course Grade 
(Spring 2015, n = 67)

Figure 2. Visual Representation of the Correlation Between Passing Final 
Course Grades and Overall REVEL Scores (Spring 2015, n = 67)

Figure 3. Correlation Between REVEL Chapter Quiz Scores and REVEL 
Section Quiz Scores (Spring 2015, n = 67)

The Student Experience
Seventy-nine percent of students responded to an end-of-
semester survey (spring 2015) where they were asked to share 
feedback and best practices for other students using REVEL. 

Student feedback related to access/experience
• “Some of the benefits are that it is efficient to use and easy 

to access.”

• “I can use it everywhere and when I have time.”

• “It’s pretty easy to use and is cheaper than having to buy a 
physical textbook.”

• “It has been a new experience that I enjoyed, a different 
way of learning.”
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Student feedback related to timeliness/completion
• “The benefit of using REVEL is that I know when everything 

is due. I can plan accordingly with my assignments from 
many other classes.”

• “It forces students to learn more on their own, and that is 
good for our generation.”

• “Easy to learn the class material and great for studying.”

Student feedback related to competence/standards of 
achievement
• “I enjoyed the short section quizzes. They really helped me 

retain and recall information.”

• “The main benefit is being able to remember more things 
from the course since [REVEL] quizzes you often.”

• “It helped me understand the material that I needed to 
know for [online] discussions.”

Students shared the following best practices and advice for 
other students using REVEL
• “Familiarize yourself with the REVEL layout, but don’t 

stress too much about it because it is pretty easy to use.”

• “Stay on top of your quizzes because they are a lot of 
points and a major portion of your grade.”

•  Don’t wait until the last minute to do the assignments 
because you never know how long it will take for you to 
complete. Do assignments when they are first available.”

• “Read and highlight the important parts and then take the 
quiz.”

• “Read along with the audio. It helped me better understand 
the information.”

Conclusion
I am planning to implement early intervention strategies using 
the REVEL performance dashboard the next time I teach the 
online Art Appreciation course. The data showing a very strong 
correlation between student performance on REVEL end-of-
section quizzes within each chapter and student performance 
on REVEL end-of-chapter quizzes has given me some ideas for 
planning my REVEL implementation next semester. For ex-
ample, this semester all REVEL quizzes were due on Monday; 
however, I might consider making the REVEL reading and end-
of-section quizzes due a few days before REVEL’s end-of-chap-
ter quizzes. This will provide students with some additional time 
to work through the material they found challenging. In addition, 
it will give me a chance to reach out to students who struggled 
on the section quizzes to see if they need help, or perhaps could 
benefit from an additional “study group” in the form of an online 
discussion.
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“Because students keep up with the work, they are more engaged and better  
prepared to participate in online class discussions.”


